LIFE AND ^ORKS OF VAZHAKLNNAM VASl/DEVA^ NAMBUD1RI

ment ofGopalakrishnan, "Almost all the bhakta poets have writ-
ten in the language of the common man"27 rightly befits
Vazhakunnam as well. He enlightened the society around him
with ancient stories and glory of Indian Culture. Through his
selected path ofbhakti, he tried to preach them solutions to all
worldly problems. He wrote poems and dramas, as a part of it.
In the words of Romila Thapar,28 "The paucity of fresh literary
source material would inevitably have led to a shift from the an-
tiquarian interest in ancient past to a more analytical comprehen-
sion of it." Vazhakunnam seems to have revealed the ancient
cultural wisdom through his literature knowing its relevance in this
context. Vazhakunnam reminds one, of the great devotional poet
Ramalingaswami, who lived in the 19th century near Chidambaram
in Tamilnadu. K.R. Srinivasa lyangar observes about him, "A
prophet of the dawn of renascent India after the darkness and
bleakness consequent on the trauma of British conquest and the
subsequent national humilitation."29 And as K. Damodaran ob-
serves,30 "The bhakti movement, no doubt, contributed much to
the national enlightenment of the people, the Hindus and Muslims
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